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Introduction
Today, most every business has a blog. As a result of the immense
popularity of blogs, blogging platforms like WordPress have developed
into a complete site building tool.
If you are on a quest to –
a)
build a new website or
b)
add a blog to your existing website
The options available for doing so are too numerous to count. Figuring
out what to do can be overwhelming, confusing and intimidating. While
experienced webmasters still build websites using HTML, one thing
that‟s great for us „non-techie‟s‟ is that we no longer need to know
complicated code in order to build a great website.

Welcome WordPress!
Over the past few years, the internet
has seen an explosion in the many
different ways to build a website. By
far, the most successful one of late
has been WordPress. While there are
other ways, WordPress has become
the number one website building
system of choice for the majority of
people… beginners and nonbeginners alike.
Starting out simply as a blogging
software, WordPress has made its way into the hearts and minds of the
millions of people who use it. Those who have embraced WordPress
range from personal grandma blogs all the way to corporate websites.
Combining the power of search engine optimization (SEO) and the ease
of use, WordPress is a fantastic tool!
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Thousands of people have created add-ons or „plug-ins‟ for WordPress
that enhance its usability and flexibility. In addition, there are hundreds
of thousands of free templates (also called themes) that allow you to
tailor your site to look just about any way you want. There is almost
nothing you can‟t do using WordPress.
I must say however and cautiously, that WordPress is not perfect – no
site building system ever is – but as a shortcut to creating an incredibly
effective website in a relatively short about of time, you‟d be hard
pressed to find anything easier to use or more effective.
This book is going to show you exactly how you can easily set up
WordPress to create an attractive and effective website quickly and
simply.
Let‟s get started! This is going to be fun!
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Which WordPress?
The first thing to understand is that there are two different versions of
WordPress.
1. At WordPress.com, you will find a free blogging platform that is
hosted by WordPress themselves. While using this site will enable you
to create a blog or website very quickly and easily, you will not have the
adaptability of creating a site hosted on your own servers.
2. The version of WordPress you I recommend you focus your efforts on
is available from WordPress.org. This is the version that you download
and install on your own servers. This gives you a far greater degree of
control and flexibility than you would ever have if you were using
WordPress.com to build your site.
That being said, let‟s take a look at the pros and cons for using the self
hosted version (WordPress.org) vs. the WordPress hosted version
(WordPress.com). Below are a few points based on a blog post by John
Haydon.

WordPress is the planet‟s most popular blogging platform.
Over 25 million WordPress blogs dot the internet landscape. If
you‟re familiar with WordPress, you know that they offer a free
version (WordPress.com) and a self-hosted version
(WordPress.Org).
Out of the 25 million WordPress blogs, 11 million consist of
WordPress.com blogs and 14 million consist of WordPress.org
blogs.
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WordPress.Com vs. WordPress.Org
The last thing the internet needs is another blog post telling you why
WordPress.org is a better choice than WordPress.com.
Michael Martine wrote “WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org – The
Definitive Overview for Business” which concludes that – for businesses
– WordPress.org is the better choice. And he‟s right. However, like
Michael, I‟m not a big believer in absolutes, so I‟ve listed a few “proWordPress.com” arguments below:
1. Personal Use Only - If your blog is a personal blog, and you have
no interest in monetizing it or using it for business, then WordPress.com
is a better choice. It‟s free and easier to use than WordPress.org.
2. Not Concerned with Design - If you‟re interested in starting a
personal blog, and aren‟t too concerned about the features and design
capabilities, then WordPress.com would be perfect. There are about 90
themes that come with WordPress.com, so you should be able to find
something that looks nice – if you‟re not too picky.
3. Need a Shorter Learning Curve - If new technology is a little hard
for you to grasp, WordPress.com would be a good starting point.
WordPress.com offers a limited set of themes and zero plug-ins,
allowing you to focus on the essence of using WordPress: writing posts
and replying to comments.
Note: After you‟ve mastered the basics of WordPress.com and are ready
for WordPress.org, you can simply import all of your content into a new
WordPress.org site.
4. Haven‟t Found Your Topic - Your ability to focus on one single
topic effects several important issues surrounding your blog - SEO, your
authority, and your subscriber growth rate. If you start blogging about
Tennis one week and then Photography the next, any negative impact
won‟t be tied to your domain name. WordPress.com allows the freedom
to explore a variety of topics in a low risk environment.
Once you‟ve decided on your topic, it‟s an easy task to simply import
those posts to WordPress.org and leave the off-topic posts behind.
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What is Web Hosting?
The first step is to establish a web hosting account. This is an account
with a webhosting company that „rents‟ you space on their „servers‟. A
server is the name given to a computer that hosts (or holds) website
data such as files, pictures, operating software, etc. Every single person
or company that has a website, has it „hosted‟ (or saved) on a computer
somewhere.
With WordPress.org you‟ll need a place to host your blog, just like any
other website. Some examples of webhosts are –
Bluehost.com (My favorite. I luv, luv, luv these guys)
Hostgator.com (Not bad)
GoDaddy.com (I‟ll admit it… I do not like these guys at all)

As of today now, webhosting costs around $6.95 per month, but that
can vary depending on how long you purchase – 1 year, 2 years, 5
years, etc.

What to Look for in a Web Hosting
Company
Price - Many web hosting companies offer dirt cheap prices. While it is
understandable that because we pay a web hosting fee, we would look
for an inexpensive price, do not however, make the mistake of choosing
a web hosting company based purely on price.
Where web hosting companies are concerned, it is my experience that
you get what you pay for. Hence, if you go for the cheapest package
you can find, you are likely to suffer in terms of service.
For instance, you rely 100% on your web hosting company to make
sure that your website is „live‟ and visible when someone goes there to
visit it.
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If you use a really cheap host, more than likely they are what is known
as a „re-seller‟. This is like a middleman or a commissioned sales
person. A re-seller does not own or control the server space they sell.
Consequently, if your site goes down for some reason, they are not in a
position to get your site back up and online as quickly as you would
like.
If your site is down, you are effectively out of business, so „uptime‟ is
just one very critical factor to consider when choosing a web host.
Moreover, the likelihood of your site being down for extended periods of
time is significantly increased by using the cheapest web hosting service
you can find.
My Own „Cheap Webhosting‟ Story – “When I was with a
„cheap‟ web hosting company, my website kept going down. Every
day I would call customer service to find out what was going on.
They reassured me that my site would be up again in 4 – 6 hours,
and you know what? You guessed it… it wasn‟t. I‟d call back again
the next day and they‟d say they would send a new ticket to
technical support. „Check back in a few hours‟ they‟d say.
The entire time I was with them, I was never able to talk to
anyone in person that could solve my problem. I finally had
enough and switched to a new web hosting company who I am
still very happy with today. At the cheap web hosting company,
my website was down for 2 whole weeks! That‟s just unheard of
and it was the last straw! Who knows how many customers I
missed and how much revenue I lost in that amount of time?”
Friendly Technical Support – Don‟t you just hate it when you call a
company for help and the person on the other line acts as if you are
such an inconvenience? Or a dummy for not knowing the answer to
your own question? When selecting a webhosting company, make sure
they are friendly and encourage you to call them when you have a
question of problem.
Available 24/7 – Look for a company that has technical support
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to answer your questions. If
there is something wrong or your site goes down, you want to be able
to get it back up ASAP, not only during „standard business hours‟,
especially if it‟s over the weekend.
Phone Support - You also want to be able to talk specifically to the
Tech Support person on the other end. Having to send an email, or a
© 2010 High Dollar Designer All Rights Reserved.
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support ticket can be frustrating and time consuming to get errors or
problems resolved. Time you don‟t have or want when there‟s a
problem.
Reliable and Reputable – You want your website up 100%. Although
no company can guarantee that, a high success rate is desirable. Don‟t
take your changes with fly-by-night or small, unreliable web hosting
companies.
Go ahead and sign up for web hosting at the company of your choice.
After signing up, you will probably receive a confirmation e-mail from
them giving you all the information you‟ll need about your new account.
Save that email.
When looking for a web hosting company that has –
extremely friendly technical support
competitive prices
guarantees a 99.9% uptime
plenty of disk space
unlimited bandwidth
Look no further than Bluehost.com. At this time, their least expensive
account would cost you $6.95 a month and for that, you can host as
many individual web sites on the same account as you like.
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Write your webhosting notes here –
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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What is a Domain?
Just like with any other website, you‟ll need to buy a domain name.
That would be something like MarySmithInteriorDesign.com
JoeMillerPlumbing.com
TonysDraperies.net
A domain name usually costs around $10/year. And can be purchased
online, anywhere. Just type in „buy a domain name‟ and you‟ll find all
kinds of places that sell domains.
Many web hosting companies like Bluehost.com provide a FREE domain
name when you sign up for their hosting services.
You can purchase your domain from one place (like
host your site somewhere else (like Bluehost.com).
recommend this. It‟s so much easier to set up your
when you purchase your domain name and hosting
same company.

GoDaddy.com), and
However, I do not
WordPress website
services all from the

Make a list of your domain name ideas –
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Write your domain name:
________________________________________
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How to Set Up Your WordPress Website
STEP #1
Sign Up For Web Hosting
Once you‟ve made your final selection for a webhosting company, sign
up for as long a term as possible. Write your webhosting details here –
Webhosting Company:_______________________________________
Webhosting Login:__________________________________________
Webhosting Password:_______________________________________

STEP #2
Purchase Your Domain Name
In order to purchase (register) your new domain name, you need to use
the services of a domain name registration company and there are
literally dozens of such companies. However, the easiest way is to
purchase your domain through your webhosting company (such as
Bluehost.com).
Take a few minutes to write out a list of possible domain names that
you might want to purchase, starting with the most obvious, the name
of your company.
Login to your web hosting account
If using Bluehost.com, click on „Domains‟ to open that drop down
window
Click on „Register Domain‟
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Type the first domain name idea from your list and check to see if
it is available. If it is not available, keep going through your list
until you find one that is available and pertinent to your business.

Click the „Check‟ button, and see if the particular name is still
available.
If it is available, go ahead and register to buy the domain.
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Domain Registration Tips –
1. Register your new domain name for a period of at least two years.
Generally it‟s believed that the major search engines (like Google) look
more favorably on websites that are with a domain name that is
registered for at least two years.
2. If at all possible, get a domain name with .com at the end. Despite a
plethora of new domain name suffixes over the past few years (.info,
.tv, .net, .biz, etc), most people who use the internet on a regular basis
still tend to think of .com first.
You want your clients and prospects to remember your domain name.
However, if they forget the exact URL of your site, you can absolutely
guarantee that their first attempt to find it will be by typing a domain
name into their browser with the .com extension.

STEP #3
Install the WordPress Software in 3 Easy Clicks
The final step is to install the WordPress software. Bluehost.com and
other popular webhosting companies make this so easy and can be
completed in 3 easy steps.
Sign in to your hosting account. If you are using Bluehost.com go to the
“Control Panel Login” button at the top right. Sign in with your domain
name and password.
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CLICK #1:
On the main cPanel page, scroll down to “Software Services” and click
the “WordPress” button.

(Note: If you are not automatically forwarded to the WordPress page,
look for “Simple Scripts” and then click the WordPress button in the
Blogs category.)

CLICK #2:
Click the “Install” button on the “Install WordPress” page.
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CLICK #3:
Fill in the “Step 1: Installation Preferences” screen as follows Which version of WordPress would you like to install? Choose the most recent STABLE version of WordPress.
Where would you like WordPress installed? - Select your
domain name from the drop down menu. Leave the second box
blank.
Step 2: Advanced Options - Leave that alone. No need to mess
with this.
Step 3: Legal Information - Check the box. Then click
“Complete”
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It only takes a few moments to install WordPress. In the next screen
called “In Progress”, Bluehost.com lists the URL‟s for your WordPress
site and your login info. Save these URL‟s.
To check if the installation is complete, click on the Site URL.
Bluehost.com will also send you an email to inform you that the
installation has been successful.
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Congratulations!
You are finished installing WordPress. You should receive a temporary
password from WordPress that you can change when you login for the
first time to your WordPress site.

Logging In
Now that you‟ve completed your WordPress installation, go check your
new blog. Click on the link on the screen that looks like the following http://www.yourdomainname.com/wp-admin
This will be what you will type in every time you want to login to the
dashboard of your WordPress site where you will write posts, articles,
add photos, etc.
You‟ll see something like the following on your screen. It‟s certainly not
too exciting at this moment, but it is live and online, meaning that you
can now start building your website from this moment on.

(Your Business Name Goes Here)
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To Log In to Your Site - You can login to the back office or
„dashboard‟ of your WordPress site by typing in:
http://www.yourdomainname.com/wp-admin/

This is what you will see –
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Once you enter your username and password, you‟ll see a screen like
this:
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Install a Cool Custom

Theme
WordPress provides a default theme (template) that gets automatically
placed on your site when you install the software. It is not a particularly
inspiring theme, nor is it especially relevant to anything to do with
interior design.
Since it is the standard default theme, and because many online
marketers are extremely lazy, this is a theme that is being used by
thousands of WordPress blog owners. Google recognizes this template
as the default theme, and knows that using it suggests you have done
little work on your site which would probably mean that they would
immediately „downgrade‟ your site value. After all, if you can‟t be
bothered installing a theme that is relevant or appropriate to your
subject matter, it does not suggest that you put a great deal of time
and effort into making sure your site represents a high quality
experience for your visitors.
There are literally dozens of sites where you can download high quality
WordPress themes for free. Try any of the following to see what is
available in your own market or niche:
http://WordPress.org/extend/themes/
http://topwpthemes.com/
http://www.wptmp.com/
http://www.freewpthemes.net/
http://www.wpthemes360.com/
http://www.elegantwpthemes.com/
Once you find a theme that you‟d like to use, download it to your
desktop. It will come as a zipped file. The next thing to do is to add this
new theme to your site. Its super easy and here‟s how Log in to your WordPress dashboard and click –
Appearance
Themes
Install Themes
© 2010 High Dollar Designer All Rights Reserved.
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Upload
Browse for the theme on your computer and then click „Upload‟
Once the theme is uploaded to your site, you‟ll need to „activate‟ it.

Click the blue link underneath the theme that you want to install.
Otherwise, your theme won‟t be loaded and you‟ll be left with the
„Default‟ theme you were using before.
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= Fun Functionality

What‟s a Plug-in?
Plug-ins are small programs that add tremendous functionality and
effectiveness to WordPress sites. While there are some plug-ins that
you have to buy, the vast majority are completely free to use. That
certainly does not mean they have no value. It is by adding plug-ins
that you will achieve much of the functionality you‟ll enjoy with your
site.
At the end of this report I‟ve included a recommended list of plug-ins in
Appendix A.

Installing Plug-ins
WordPress makes this so easy. Log in to your dashboard. On the left
side –
Click on “Plug-ins”
At the top, click on “Add New”
In the Search bar, type in the name of the plug-in you‟d like to
upload
Click “Search Plug-ins”
A list of plug-ins will appear for you to choose from
Click “Install Now” to automatically install the plug-in
Click “OK”
Click “Activate Plug-in”
After the installation, you‟ll need to configure the plug-in. There are two
places you can do this, and it will all depend on the plug-in. Check the
following two places, it should be in either one or the other -
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1.

2.

1. on the main plug-ins page, within the text description.
2. on the main plug-ins page, in the left menu bar.
For more detailed instructions on installing plug-ins you can go to
http://www.WordPress.org.
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What is a Permalink?
WordPress gives each post in your blog its own title. This is called a
„permalink‟ and it will look something like this –
highdollardesigner.com/?p=16
If you leave the default settings, each post will have a relatively
meaningless title. This clearly provides no guidance whatsoever to the
search engine robots about what your article is all about. It also doesn‟t
help get visitors to your website either.

How to Change Your Permalinks
When in your dashboard click on Settings
Permalinks
Custom Structure
Type in: /%category%/%postname%/
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What is Pinging?
The final task is to make sure that every time you post new information
to your site, the details are sent to all of the major search engine sites
and directories. This is done by what is called „pinging the search
engines‟ with your information.
Click on –
Settings
Writing
Scroll to the bottom of the page and you will see „Update Services‟ with
just one link in the box. A list of update services has been provided for
you in „Appendix B‟ at the end of this book. Copy and paste every URL
into this box (overwriting the default entry as this is included in the
Appendix list).
Go to Appendix B
Copy the list
Paste into the „Update Services‟ box
Click „Save Changes‟

Now, every time you post additional information or a new article on
your site, WordPress will automatically ping (send) the information
about that article to every service on this list. This ensures that the
© 2010 High Dollar Designer All Rights Reserved.
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widest possible number of sites is aware that there is new information
available from you.

What to Include on Your Front Page
The search engines want to see specific things on your website and
especially on the first page.
1. A link to your site map – This makes it so that visitors and search
engine robots can find their way around your site. This should be a link
that is reasonably visible.
2. Links to specialty pages – These are pages such as terms of
service, earnings disclaimer and so on. However, so as not to cause
your visitors to stray away, make sure these links are far less obvious
by using smaller text and changing the color of the hyperlinks so that
they are less visible.

Adding Content
Adding content to your blog on a consistent basis is one of the most
important aspects of blogging. Coming up with fresh, new content
however is one of the main reasons many business owners don‟t post to
their blog as often as they‟d like.
Believe it or not, one way you can populate your site with content is to
supplement your own content with articles written by someone else.
1. Visit an article directory site like www.EzineArticles.com and search
the site for interior design related articles.

2. Click on an article that you think would add value to your site.
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3. Copy and paste the article into your site. However, you must leave
the original author‟s details (or author box) in tact. Within the author
box there will be a link to the original author‟s web page.
By using other people‟s content sprinkled throughout your site, you not
only populate your site with valuable and relevant content you also help
make your SEO linking structure appear far more natural to Google
(which is a good thing).
Although using other people‟s content is a great way to help when
you‟re facing „writer‟s block‟, you will need to create your own content
as well. Google provides higher ratings for unique content (your own)
more highly than it does for content it deems to be a duplicate (i.e.
other people‟s content).
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Page or Post
Every piece of content – article, video, audio, photo, etc on your site
should be on a separate page. This will enable you to generate links for
each page on your site. This will naturally increase the number of links
that you have, which is a big SEO (Search Engine Optimization) benefit.
Creating a page is extremely easy to do. On the left side of the
WordPress Dashboard simply click on „Pages‟, then „Add New‟ every
time you‟d like to add new content.

Continue to Build Your Site
WordPress sites are extremely popular with the major search engines
like Google because the nature of these sites means that most people
will add a regular supply of fresh new content to their site.
This is significant, because sites where there is always something new
are exactly the kind of sites that the search engines want to present to
the people who use them as they search for information online.
Consequently, once you have built your site, it is essential that you
continue to add new content every few days (at the very least). If at all
possible, you should create the „lions share‟ of content for your site and
make sure that every article that you publish is focused on your „nicheappropriate keywords‟.
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Website vs Blog
One question you‟ll want to consider when setting up your site is how
you plan to use it - as a website or a blog. To clarify, I‟ll define the
terms below and how they are used here in this book #1. Website - Will you be using your WordPress site as an entire
website? Typically this means you‟ll have several pages such as home, about us, contact us, gallery, etc. Also, the information on your
home page will be the first thing your visitors see. Your readers will
see that same „Home‟ page every time they visit your website.
#2. Blog - Will you be using your WordPress site strictly as a blog?
This installation is one where you will add your WordPress blog to an
existing website. In this case, the information you post would appear
chronologically. The post you made today would appear at the top of
the page. The information you posted yesterday, or last week or last
month would appear below that. The newer posts push the older posts
down the page.
Under typical circumstances, a „blog‟ shows your posts in order.
Meaning that the most recent items show up at the top of the page, and
the older items show up at the bottom as you scroll down the page.
However, if you are using your WordPress installation as a website (and
not strictly as a blog) you can set your Home page to display the same
page all the time. It could spotlight you, your business, before and after
photos of a great project, etc.
When you leave the home page the same all the time, this is called a
„static‟ page. Meaning it will always be the first page of your site, as long
as you leave it that way. There are a couple ways you can set things up
to ensure that the home page always stays the same.
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Option #1
You can alter the posting date when you publish your article,
project, photos, etc. You can do this by clicking on the small „Edit‟
link at the far right of the „Write Post‟ box:

Clicking on this link, opens a drop-down box into which you can
manually insert a date:

If you put in a date that is a year or two in the future, this post
will remain at the top of your page until that date arrives. And of
course, when that happens, you can simply change the date
again if you‟d like that post to remain at the top of the front
page.
© 2010 High Dollar Designer All Rights Reserved.

33

Boost Business with a Word Press Blog

www.HighDollarDesigner.com

The disadvantage of this technique is that the rest of your posts
will appear directly beneath it. This provides your site visitor with
a potential distraction, because they will review your home page,
and then continue to read the additional information featured
further down the page. Sounds like a good idea, right? Not
necessarily. You may want to direct them to another site, to a
newsletter sign up box, to your gallery page, etc.
You are the one that directs the steps and actions of the visitors
to your site. Therefore, think through exactly what you want
your visitors to do next… Is it to read about you? Review your
Gallery photos? Sign up for your newsletter? You‟ve got to give
them only one thing to do at a time. And you‟ll need to make
that perfectly clear, with no distractions.

Option #2
A second alternative is to make the front page static. This means
it will not change no matter what you do when it comes to
posting other information on your site.
You can use this method by clicking on the „Settings‟ link at the top
right hand side of the dashboard page, and then „Reading‟:
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As far as the internal pages of the site are concerned, each and every
one should be linked to your index page. This not only indicates to
Google that this is the most important page of your site but it also
makes this index page more powerful, because all of these incoming
links elevate its importance (even though they are internal links).

Google Loves Links
For best results, all the articles and posts on your website should link
to one another. This allows the Google robot that indexes and ranks
your site to find all of your content materials when it visits.
Moreover, each of these links should be created using what is known
as anchor text.
Anchor text is the clickable text in a hyperlink. Oftentimes it‟s a
bright blue color. It‟s the TEXT part that is super valuable. For
example – you can use either scenario below – yet #2 makes excellent
use of anchor text.
#1)

For more information on Best Drapery Products Click Here

or
#2)

Best Drapery Products

When pointing the #2 example to your main index page, your primary
keyword term and anchor text would be „Best Drapery Care Tips‟.
Consequently, you would also want to include this phrase (Best
Drapery Care Tips) in articles throughout your website. Then insert a
link from the articles back to your main index page.
Be sure to avoid the temptation to use exactly the same anchor text
phrase every time. Vary the wording you use to link your pages to
one another. Sometimes, you‟ll want to use generic phrases like „link
here‟ or „follow this link‟ to make the whole thing appear more natural.
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As an overview 1. Do your best to link your pages together on your site.
2. Include links all over your site that point at your main (static) front
page.

What Google Wants… Google gets!
If you decide to use WordPress as a standard blog setup (all your
posts go on the very first page), everything would get published on
the same page by default. And, what you‟d end up with would be a
one-page website.
Although Google is familiar with WordPress and other blogs, it is
nevertheless a fact that they tend to view one-page websites in a
distinctly unfavorable light.
This is a direct result of Google‟s own view of what their search engine
is supposed to do and their position in the marketplace. There are
several aspects that Google takes into consideration when providing a
„High Quality Experience‟ and have listed several below -

High Quality Experience #1 – Relevance
At the time of this writing, Google commands more than 70% of the
global search market. This position of dominance is not one they
intend to relinquish any time soon. Consequently, the basic ethos of
Google is that they believe the search results they provide to those
using their search engine should provide the highest quality
experience possible.
This „high quality‟ requirement can be further broken down into two
specific aspects.
#1- First, Google wants to make sure that the websites it presents to
their readers contain information that is directly relevant to the search
term typed in.
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For example, if someone typed in „window treatments‟ Google wants to
provide the searcher with sites related to window treatments, not
window film, or awnings, or lamp shades or race cars.
Clearly, this points to the importance of knowing what your prospects
are typing into the search engines in order to find you and your
services. These terms are called „keywords‟. And they are gold!
We go further into depth about keywords in another ebook. There is
much to cover and conquer when it comes to researching and
selecting the appropriate keywords for your website. It‟s an art and a
science and a very vital key to your success!

High Quality Experience #2 - Geo Targeting
Another aspect Google uses to provide a high quality experience has
to do with the location of the searcher. Spring boarding from our
previous example, if a prospect was to search for „window treatments
in Manchester‟; Google wants to provide this searcher with information
related to window treatments in Manchester and nowhere else.
Think about it… most people initially search close to home when
selecting an interior designer. If they are unable to find you, they will
continue to broaden their search until they find who or what they are
looking for.
This extremely specific aspect is called geo-targeting and is another
one of Google‟s „high quality‟ requirements.

High Quality Experience #3 – Fresh Content
The next requirement is that the websites Google presents to people
using their search engine need to feature plenty of fresh, new
content.
Right or wrong, Google tends to assume that a one page website is
not going to provide a „high quality‟ experience, and they therefore
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give it a low ranking. Fresh, new content is one of the most important
aspects when it comes to high page rankings in the search engines.

High Quality Experience #4 - Links
Google loves links! That means links from one web site to another.
Now, if you go back and take a look at your „shell‟ site, you will note
that on the right-hand side of the page is the „Blogroll‟. This is a list of
links that are automatically provided by WordPress when you first
install it. If anyone clicks on one of these links, they will be taken to
the website or page where that link is „pointing‟.

Link Building
We touched on links when we talked about the Blogroll WordPress
installs on the front page of your site. Because Google loves links, we
want to provide what‟s called a „linking structure‟ on your site.
Below, I‟ve listed the four different types of links –
1. Outgoing links = link TO other websites
2. Incoming links = FROM other websites
3. One way links = they link to you only
4. Reciprocal links = they link to you, you link to them
Outgoing links - take the reader out of your site and over to someone
else‟s (which consequently has little value to your business).
Incoming links - pointed from someone else‟s website to yours, and
are extremely valuable.
One way links – incoming links that only go in one direction – towards
your site – most valuable!
Reciprocal links - where you link to someone else, and they link to
you.
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Google uses one-way incoming links as a measure of the quality of
your site. The more the better. They do this on the basis that if other
website owners voluntarily choose to link to your site and do not expect
a reciprocal link in return, it indicates to them that your site is one that
carries authority and demonstrates expertise.
Consequently, if you can generate one way incoming links to your site,
this will provide a big boost to your Google search ranking.
In conclusion, the best way to build your site is to create many
separate pages all of which feature the kind of content that your
readers are looking for. And if you only have one page on your site, it
makes it considerably harder to generate links. If there are many
pages on your site (with fresh new content), it becomes considerably
easier to generate links and increase your rankings in Google.

Make it Easy on Your Visitors
No matter what kind of interior design business you are running today,
be it small, large, old, new, specialty, out of your home or with a large,
lavish showroom… it is absolutely imperative that you do everything
possible to encourage people to subscribe to your email mailing list.
Once a visitor makes the decision to subscribe to your mailing list,
they are hereby giving you specific permission and authority to send
them information about your business on a regular basis.
Of course, this also allows you to send the information about
recommended products or services or upcoming promotions, as well.
And while you should not allow yourself to fall into the trap of sending
nothing but recommendations, building your prospect mailing list
nevertheless presents you with an opportunity to market to your list
members on a regular basis.
The beauty of permission-based marketing, using e-mail, is that by
subscribing to your mailing list your site visitor has already indicated
exactly where their interests lie.
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For example, if someone signs up to your mailing list, you can be
completely certain that the individual is interested in receiving interior
design related information. Whether they have a problem themselves
is almost irrelevant, because it‟s unlikely that someone would request
information about your interior design services if they didn‟t have
some kind of personal interest.
Consequently, that person is one highly targeted prospect for your
products and services, all relating to interior design, you, your style
and what you have to offer.
So get out there and get them on your list!

Email Marketing
Every individual e-mail message that you send to your prospects
should include two elements.
1. Always include valuable information that will encourage your
prospects to open your e-mail.
Today, almost every website you see now offers the opportunity to
subscribe to their mailing list. Chances are, therefore, that your
website won‟t be the only mailing list your prospect subscribes to.
On top of that, if their e-mail account has been set up for any
reasonable amount of time, chances are they also receive copious
amounts of spam e-mail as well.
Thus, every time they open their inbox, they are probably faced with
a mass of e-mail. So you have your work cut out for you, to make
sure your e-mail is one that gets opened. It‟s for this reason that you
must include relevant information of value and quality in every
outgoing email you send.
2. Secondly, every outgoing message should also contain a product
recommendation. This is something you must do from the very first email you send.
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Some marketers make the mistake of being „scared‟ of frightening off
new subscribers into unsubscribing by including a product
recommendation in every message. Consequently, they start sending
e-mails that contain only free information in the misguided belief that
they can start adding product recommendations a little further down
the line.
In reality however, this does not work. If your prospect receives your
first five or six e-mails none of which mentions a product you are
recommending, they will subconsciously assume that e-mails of this
type are what you always send. Then, when you do include product
recommendations a little later, they‟ll either completely ignore them
or unsubscribe from your list because you are somehow „not playing
fair‟ or „spamming them‟.
When your new prospect subscribes to your mailing list for the first
time, they have to understand how you run your business from the
very beginning. It is therefore essential that you recommend specific
products and services from the very start.

Capturing the Details
One of the best ways to capture client details is to include a
mailing list subscription form on every page of your site.
However, it‟s not enough to offer people a free subscription to your
newsletter as a way of encouraging them to subscribe to your email
list. Nowadays, everyone and anyone offers a free subscription to their
newsletter, but it is extremely rare to find a newsletter that is actually
worth subscribing to.
As a result, it‟s necessary to offer more than a free newsletter
subscription if you really want to convince a significant number of
your visitors to subscribe to your list. The bottom line is… you have to
bribe them to do so.
It is best and most effective if the free gift you‟re giving away as a
„bribe‟ is unique to your site. Fortunately, this is not necessarily as
difficult as it might at first sound.
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For instance, if your product is an e-book of 10-20,000 words, create
a short „taster‟ report of 2,000-3,000 words you can give away for
free. This serves a dual purpose.
Firstly, it will encourage targeted visitors to your site to subscribe to
your mailing list to get the information you are offering. Secondly, if
you write the short report in such a way that it suggests or hints at
the quality of the information to be found in your main product, it can
also act as a very effective promotional tool as well.

Build Your Business While You
Sleep
Although it‟s possible to build your mailing list manually, or one by
one, it‟s extremely difficult to do, if you want to get the maximum
response and ultimately, sales.
That being said… if there‟s one area of your business that justifies
spending money in order to make sure everything works properly, it‟s
when you‟re building your mailing list.
While it‟s possible to find free autoresponder services out there, they
will never be as good as the ones you pay for. To get the best quality,
the most reliability, the one without junky, cluttery ads, you have to be
willing to spend a little money. Email list building lies at the heart of the
success of your business. And using a free autoresponder system is one
of the worst mistakes you can make.
Of course, if you use a free system, you will save money, but you will
also lose money in terms of sales that you never make because your
autoresponder is not doing its job properly, your image is
compromised, your branding looks cheap, and your losses are likely to
be far more substantial than the money you „save‟.
In terms of autoresponder technology and reliability, two companies
stand head and shoulders above the rest. The service I use today is
Aweber and yet, I‟ve also used GetResponse. While there isn‟t a great
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deal of difference between these two services, the majority of online
business owners and marketers tend to use Aweber.
If you‟re serious about the longevity of your business, I recommend
choosing between these two companies.

Conclusion
As you‟ve seen over the preceding pages, creating an appealing, hardworking, marketing website… quickly, with little cost is now possible.
And the best way of doing so is undoubtedly with WordPress!
To review a few advantages of working with WordPress –
1. No need to learn complicated code like HTML.
2. WordPress can do just as much or more than an HTML website.
3. Thousands of plug-ins are available to increase functionality and
customization.
4. Simple and easy to update, upgrade and add content.
5. Best for Search Engine Optimization (SEO) and getting found by
Google.
In many ways, it‟s certainly not much of a stretch to say that
WordPress has revolutionized the Internet for all of us, in that it‟s now
possible to create fabulous, fully functioning, amazing websites from
nothing, in a matter of hours, rather than days, weeks or months!
WordPress has provided the ability to create websites to a generation of
people who otherwise would have never had the chance of doing so! I,
for one, am forever grateful.
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Congratulations!
You made it to the end! What an accomplishment! Pat yourself on the
back.
Please let me know how things turn out for you with your website. I just
LOVE hearing about the “wins” my clients experience and I want to hear
about yours too!
I‟d love to see your WordPress website once you get it up and running.
And if you have any questions along the way, please feel free to send
me an email at Barbara.Deckmeyer@HighDollarDesigner.com.
If there‟s a topic you‟d like to see covered in a future newsletter and
version of this WordPress Self-Set-Up System, by all means, write me
and tell me what that is. Chances are, I have a system or an answer
and I‟d be happy to share it with you!
To get more marketing tips for your interior design business on a biweekly basis, sign up for my complimentary High Dollar Designer e-zine
by visiting www.HighDollarDesigner.com.
Thanks again and enjoy!
Warmly,

Barbara Deckmeyer
www.HighDollarDesigner.com
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About Barbara
Barbara Deckmeyer works with business owners
who are ready for more clients and more money in
their business. Her clients come from many
different industries from interior designers,
landscape architects, mortgage brokers, dentists,
churches and many more. The work she does helps
her clients generate additional revenue for their
businesses.
Known for her creative and passionate approach to
marketing, Barbara combines both technology
based online marketing (the wave of the future for
business), with tried and true offline techniques. Her client's businesses
generate more leads and more money as a result. The strategies
Barbara recommends and uses herself provide proven, verifiable and
easily track able results.
If you are struggling to generate proven, consistent profits with your
marketing, Barbara can help. Visit www.HighDollarDesigner.com to
schedule your FREE "Online Marketing Strategy Session" today!
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Appendix A
Essential Plug-ins
AdSense Manager
Akismet
All-in-one SEO pack
Dagon Sitemap Generator
Do Follow
Exec PHP
FeedBurner
Google Sitemap Generator
MaxBlogPress
Navigation List
Share This
Smart RSS
Subscribe Me
Subscribe to comments
What would Seth Godin do?
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Appendix B

Ping List
http://blogsearch.google.com/ping/RPC2
http://1470.net/api/ping
http://api.feedster.com/ping
http://api.moreover.com/RPC2
http://api.moreover.com/ping
http://api.my.yahoo.com/RPC2
http://api.my.yahoo.com/rss/ping
http://bblog.com/ping.php
http://bitacoras.net/ping
http://blog.goo.ne.jp/XMLRPC
http://blogdb.jp/xmlrpc
http://blogmatcher.com/u.php
http://bulkfeeds.net/rpc
http://coreblog.org/ping/
http://mod-pubsub.org/kn_apps/blogchatt
http://www.lasermemory.com/lsrpc/
http://ping.amagle.com/
http://ping.bitacoras.com
http://ping.blo.gs/
http://ping.bloggers.jp/rpc/
http://ping.cocolog-nifty.com/xmlrpc
http://ping.blogmura.jp/rpc/
http://ping.exblog.jp/xmlrpc
http://ping.feedburner.com
http://ping.myblog.jp
http://ping.rootblog.com/rpc.php
http://ping.syndic8.com/xmlrpc.php
http://ping.weblogalot.com/rpc.php
http://ping.weblogs.se/
http://pingoat.com/goat/RPC2
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http://rcs.datashed.net/RPC2/
http://rpc.blogbuzzmachine.com/RPC2
http://rpc.blogrolling.com/pinger/
http://rpc.icerocket.com:10080/
http://rpc.newsgator.com/
http://rpc.pingomatic.com
http://rpc.technorati.com/rpc/ping
http://rpc.weblogs.com/RPC2
http://topicexchange.com/RPC2
http://trackback.bakeinu.jp/bakeping.php
http://www.a2b.cc/setloc/bp.a2b
http://www.bitacoles.net/ping.php
http://www.blogdigger.com/RPC2
http://www.blogoole.com/ping/
http://www.blogoon.net/ping/
http://www.blogpeople.net/servlet/weblogUpdates
http://www.blogroots.com/tb_populi.blog?id=1
http://www.blogshares.com/rpc.php
http://www.blogsnow.com/ping
http://www.blogstreet.com/xrbin/xmlrpc.cgi
http://www.mod-pubsub.org/kn_apps/blogchatter/ping.php
http://www.newsisfree.com/RPCCloud
http://www.newsisfree.com/xmlrpctest.php
http://www.popdex.com/addsite.php
http://www.snipsnap.org/RPC2
http://www.weblogues.com/RPC/
http://xmlrpc.blogg.de
http://xping.pubsub.com/ping/

Note: Affiliate links may have been used in this document. However, I
would only recommend services that I highly approve of.
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